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fessor, he was merely kicked out of Harvard
University rather than being imprisoned or execut-
ed for murder, Because of that fortunate miss and
expulsion he moved west and ultimately became
the first European resident of Contra Costa County.
Marsh eventually developed into a powerful figure
and created a legacy that has shaped our East
County culture,

We can keep alive our memories of this important
person, as well as the other parts of our local history, not
just by dusty records in some library but by building
memories into the very design of area developments.

FACING UP TO THE PROBLEM

We’re working to counteract an American trend
towards inauthentic development, America is in dan-
ger of losing its soul because it has grown too fast.
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in one of these disconnected structures can be jar-
ring and uncomfortable. We’re still growing too fast
and the temptation remains to coentinue developing
shopping centers and subdivisions in this same
chaotic and ersatz fashion.

A truly authentic housing development, commer-
cial site, or office complex should be designed to take
its place within the cultural milieu of its surroundings.
Ever since Frank Lloyd Wright in the early 20th century
popularized the idea of creating buildings that were
contextualized to their environment, leading archi-
tects and designers have been trying, with varying
degrees of success, to meld construction projects to
the surroundings in which the buildings are located.

Our goal should be to design Brentwood commu-
nities that John Marsh would approve of. We should
build neighborhoods and commercial areas that pro-












